


seduced by the spirit of his very flattering compliment

Years later, | eventually managed to digest his perspective. using this story in my opening speech at a very
prestigious conference in Paris, where | was the only female in a line-up of 8 western male speakers. “Hello, | am
from Romania and perhaps most of you, honourable gentlemen in the audience. are asking yourselves what this
Eastern European female can possibly teach us. Its my understanding that Romanian ladies have a certain
reputation” - | said, quoting the British guy | had met back in my student years. “Well. at least we know how to do
one thing right. right? This is why my presentation will be about love: "How to love your consumer’. My

professional presentation followed. for 40+ minutes

That day in Paris, after a highly acclaimed presentation, |
received the confirmation that you can change a
country’s reputation one event at a time. Therefore, |
decided to create this project. believing in its ripple
effect

Initially started as a potential database of creative
females that might qualify for the "See it. Be it
programme or the Lions Festivals juries, through
working out its mechanics - trying not to make it a
feminist case study, but more of a lobbyist for diversity
of thought & feeling in our industry and also an
ambassador of my country’s contemporary assets - the
entire project turned into something bigger. From the
intention to offer more than a glimpse into the mystery of
Romanian women. the project grew into a relevant
up-to-date chart of Romanian talent today.

—AUTY

My first time in Cannes, 17 years ago or so. a Brit, member of a respectable press outlet, after being introduced,
said to me: “aha, you are from Romania, the country providing the best courtesans in Europe”. He then smiled,

IJINO VAN
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BUT FIRST, LADIES FIRST

Since the project's starting point was, however, the Romanian Creative Ladies, let
me tell you a few things about them

sense of humour

Firstly. they have a glorious. unbeatable sense of humour. A bit of context: when
launched. the Gender Gap topic raised some male eyebrows. For example. a
creative’s post on Facebook read like this: "At (agency name here), we take
diversity very seriously.” alongside the picture of his cute female dog sitting at the
computer. The reaction? More than half of the 500+ likes came from women, who
have the intelligence not to take misogynist comments seriously and laugh along

they are smart and well
educated

This is such an obvious reality, that | only realised | have to include it after the first
proof reading of this editorial. Never mind - | will not go any further appraising
their intelligence and schooling: their interviews, international recognition and
accomplishments speak for themselves

they know how to take a
compliment

When Charlotte Proudman made an international case of sexism out of a
message related to her profile picture she received from a fellow lawyer on
LinkedIn, the Romanian professional women | commented the case with agreed
on one thing: “It's such a pity not all women have the inspiration to be ladies. A
lady would have known how to handle such situations with style. Not by walking
away from a compliment. but by treating it as a professional observation related to
a well-executed photograph. part of a personal brand. with all the necessary tact’
Is it that hard to say "thank you" and move on? There are always ignore, block or
delete buttons, if the situation calls for it

#LadiesFirst

means of mass expression

The reason for regarding such situations in light shades is because Romanian
women do not apologise for their bodies or gender. They do not offend easily.
They do not make a weapon. nor a vulnerability. out of being females. They are in
harmony. There are cultures where, in the name of political correctness, women
are pushed outside their nature. subtly forced to evolve into dry. inexpressive
androgens. Here, it's not the case. The smartest professional women of our
industry manage to find equilibrium between who they are and what they do. As
there is no such thing as life after work. but merely life. they activate their entire
self, from head to tee and inside-out, in everything they do. They enjoy being
stylish. have good hair, smell divine and they always - always - appreciate a nice
pair of shoes. They enjoy their womanhood and they treat their bodies as a means
of expressing their personality. Faception scientists will confirm that our bodies
and faces are not an envelope. but yet another way to talk to the world. The
ME ALCHEMY portraits shot during this project are proof: it's not about women's
objectification: it's about celebrating body language as another communication
tool and applauding expression in all shapes and sizes, inside and out.

three fold beings

While the corporate world celebrates the Cartesian intelligence and ignores
everything else. in our mystical land, we think humans are three fold beings: mind
body and soul: all the time. at job and beyond. Even more so, when working in an
industry dealing with people’s psyche. Many westerners wonder how we manage
to generate memorable things out of virtually nothing. Where are the fun. the
ardour and the magnetic ideas coming from? It's the soul. silly. the soul
Romanian women have a soul and they do not deny. hide or are ashamed of it
Explore the ladies’ answers in the interviews and you'll see what | mean

WHAT ABOUT THE MEN?

When | started this project. | knew what | didn't want it to become: the exaggerated
empowering message for females that can extinct men. Beyond the very few
hopeless exceptions. you'll find that men are not against women’s professional
evolution, but very much supportive of it. | did this experiment: | asked influential
highly awarded creative directors, business individuals and entrepreneurs to
recommend outstanding creative females for a potential juror position and "See it
Be it". Out of 14, only one man remained silent. Almost half recommended not one.
but several women. acknowledging their wit and results. This is how men landed
in a project called Ladies First. Looking back. | must admit: their contribution
made the project whole indeed

Teo Migdalovici is the founder of MEALCHEMY.COM &
CANNES LIONS AMBASSADOR

UNDER THE
LIGHT

The men and women’s portraits, stories
and recommendations of Romanian
design statements to be found in this
magazine have put together a fine crowd
of gifted people and, eventually, a taste
of the country's identity, into the
well-deserved light

Don't get me wrong: we do have our fair
share of compulsive liars. egocentric
sociopaths, grand scale opportunists
and fees.. But beyond that, oh boy. what
a mixture of diversity, education
courage, irreverence. outrageous talent
and vitality!

“Water lilies only grow in ponds with mud
on the bottom’. says a Romanian poem
The international press. tabloid or not. is
constantly feeding and spreading the
clichés of Romanian mud: thieves.
pimps. courtesans, racists and illiterate
people. Throughout these pages, you'll
find what's above the mud. in the pond's
waters: talent and beauty, of all ages.
genders, shapes and sizes,
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10 a gerdar gap topic.

Eitwriweat Dws.

&
s Pavar-ending ared
amadng. Yay Romaniz

7

Farmas” marked cardboard
aduartising: Black Friday
potaa s is ona
TP

a0 o i

featured in

Maw Vork kag
Tha Guardan
Bl
Cosmopolicn
Glamour

Tha Indapandant
Mimor

Tha Talagrapt:
Diairactify

Daly Busirass
Lurzer's Anchive

cardboard advertising:
'Black Friday potato sale’
9

Summar roofiops closs o
sunsat

Piisall, moim's hosa.
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MIHHEA

SAMDR

WWW. M UFmUr e

ANDREEA BADALA

MURMUR

Andress Bedala, e designar bebird
Murmur, Fas Huays been chsessed by 1k
diversiled Daguty of e Rmirina body
shaps. Aflar stadying Fashion Dasign and
Patiern Technology at London Collegs of
Fashion and working for desigrars such as
Alpiareder MoDueen and Emilo 48 12
Morana, she decidod 40 axpress bar
wdoration, crealing Mummur.

Bdurmur Celer e Pe main assences of
wormeen, faminingy and sensuslity in iy
Prat-a-porker gammanis. Tha brand bas iis
Inspiration kkan fom a mélenga of retm:
whmants and urdaresar shapas, brought In
dasigns by handoraled roro bra cups,
dulicata bondaga dutails and various
inenpratations of fva suspandar cip. )

Colabuities wuch a8 Wadonna,
Bayonct, Kyla Mnnar, Lady
Saga and Britrey Spears ohosa
o wWaar M for Bt videos.
oo pubdc appasrarces. The
latest coligboration was For B
Covagif campalgn starting Kty
Barry. Murmas was faturad In
Fashdon sdorias for vogua LK,
Spain and Indla, Ele UK. Grada
Pally, Bidus Magazing. s

#LadiesFirst
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the believer
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CAMNES LIDNS  GOLD
SILVER
BROMEIE

EURDBEST GOLD

lUnkedin.com/in/mirecea-paseu

wm | recoenirmignd

ADA FTODH

Har sntwsiasm s
contagious, br ideas -
wivid, beir sofutions —
ramaricbie.

Honkal or Danona, Mircea
ty, b

o of dalivarig
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L e

AN

MIRCEA

oMD -

Whan | Gke Bma b si

hadk and appraciate Bt |
hava e opporiunty ko b
|parl of 3 geeat sory, willen
oy Py B, vy dlay.

| always
found
ways to
blame my

ADA IFTODI

the younger version of the Wonder Woman

Ada Ifodl b & mdt-discipiingry craatia indy idual, wsing har skdfls in Ba Chord Semvice deparimant
Wi Cwar 5 yaars spent in Publics ard Geomelty Giobal, Ada is T pasfect Complaman for suary
Creafive siiving for imamatonal recogrition. She delversd campaigna b UOral, Sanoll, A,
Heirgkan, Visa, Danore. Some of wa Empalgns wems awarded in s3las offcloncy of Craalve
advertising festvals such as Eurmdes! and Cannes Liors. Ada injects passion In avary projoct sha
covedinatas and at orly 27, she 18 3 key plawer in e Seomoty Slobal taam.

2

A5 3 yourg giFl with an
cldar brothar, | always
found Craative ways o
blama kim for my
rischiofs. Ordo, we
protendied o M 3 Mo -
b, B direcion and |, B
actrass jobvicusly -
Imaginatiugly recrating
sats and wsing our
mothar's Chothas 25 props.
By tha and of e
"shooting’, haif of tha
dolbas wam seriously
darraged. When My
motbar R o, My
ol bar was o Blarmes:
becausa | arguad an
sCiress doss snahaver T
Aractor Says"

brother for my mischiefs:
“an actress does whatever
the director says”

24

3 7

Laka nikghvis: 3k tha oflica Tha Marty Camatary Bom

with fra taam Sapank: with s funny
massages & colourful

4 wondan crossas, it

Fril - damonatratas Fol only cur

LA e humour aa & naton, bat
a0 o lighter sidu off
dadh

3

i 2 Always Selt e chy wha
e Romanian creathes

& shvould rolocto 38 3 party,

W Bawe lots of urasual ot e —

Pariy Cusions and

babaviours ol bacoms 9

hilarious and mamonRbh it i

g -

10

featured in

The Lirban Dictionary
ceS

GG
Right This Mirare

Tha Waha witd ibaerch
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1

Haw enwironmants,
patmonate peogle and
iving in the: momant

W
=.*EH'_,‘-U§;3, 50

I started
/ing on

tan of i
op o7 It

the experi

Wi abeou IChyn., | god
rad pofsh from Sank |yes
I sl babeywed in kim). |
Foured ona Colour quita
Boring, 50 | skriad drasing
o top OF It bdy mothar
thsaghl | shoswld pat that o
O good use 50 S
suggesied | taks an
classes

3

Im o rriciclio of 3 pariy of
Fasiival

4
Cwir 1ha Hills

Tha Sngapore Larkes

Ayt gras

7

"0 T3 PG S-a8a" -
"laava H 28 H b, 0 can
wodc It can spply 3 ot to
paining. ina good way
Somatiman, rmist ks
rrigh just wd Biak s
somatting

8
W you Cioose wall, you Can
gt great rasulls

IOANA HALUNGA

featured in

Saztch Mow Drawing Collecton
Mlirzedhor Al Gadlary a1 Ozora
AR Balerza, Milaro

g

Ciub Eden

Danubae Defla
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RADU

IOAMA

featured in

inhabiat
TrerdHumiar
Tha Vargs
Cusigrr=

Flay MagaZne
CoolFila com
A7t Vibas Iy

Plug in Magazing
Cusign Cronida

VLAD BUTUCARIU SEBASTIAN OLAR

the conscious futurist the ticket controller turned creative legend

“iad Bulicana s a graphic and peoduct dasignar passionata aboul systems and
raativ things. Growing up as tha 50N ofa glass artist, h's leamad bow ko
handia bot tha bigh haat and e shap odges. Ha is 3 graduata of ha Matonal
Unkarsty of Fine Afs Buchanast, The Alwmative School for Creative Thinking
and A KY St Joost Breda, Mothariands, wiih 3 mashers in graphic dasign. In 2012,
e co-founded Stedio Souash, an interdisciplinary dasign studio basad in
Fotlerdam Dekrmined o challorge B currant siaius of e desigrar, Fa
Inflated & yaars »go Opan S, an infemational duskgn summer school with
pariicipants fom 35 ouniries, tiking plce on two confiraris. I 2014 ha also

Founded an innoyaiva
roduct daskgn company
ilud Fiio, focusing on
sustainabls and eagonomic
accatsoris for office and
Peornia. Arnpdio, his
FelR-aibeCiric sound
ampliber mada of wood
wrjoyed Inkamiational
recogrition. Cumaniy, viad
Is focusaed oncreating
gararaive graphkes ad
Ssnpiva onling oS

¥

i Nicstand.com
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ALEX

WHY | PeceTemend

BRHCA DUMITRASCLE

Sra's brilian
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Sx BROMNIE | Croative Efecibenass,
Prome & Activation, Moeda , Direct

EUROBEST GRAND PRIX ; P2
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STEFAN
-

MIHHEA f

1
Painting: colouring tha
canvas e My toughis.

2

| used o driam up
Tashionable dols ard iry
a-Craate tham on blank
papsr | was spanding
hrours drawieeg.

3

Paris

4
Ayon mapiraton Chalkegs

5

Crazlng an imarachive
kicheer For Dalta Dasign
Eiuco, whilch lher anjoyod
pubkc recogniton

MARIA DERMENGIU

craft

featured in

Tathar U

& Desigrrutz com

s frae froem cordenvalive Arch2oucoem

tampiatas and iied-sets. MaisonHat
Bavarly Hils

7

| used to dream up fashionable
dolls and try re-create themon
blank paper

8
Arcess Bam, whils you
Cam s afoed.

e

My Studia

10
Chy
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MARLA

MIHNEA GHILDUS

DIZAINAR

Mibnez gradusted from Ta
Uriversity afars,
Bucharas! - Dro-duct
Drsign saciion, folowad by
a Masters Dugrea # ha
#uris and Design Acadumy
in Stafigant, Gammany. n
2012, b Tourded
"Dizainge’, & placa for
craativily and producion
Ha siroregly beloves in ol
B CrRors whse mork
Fa's sposieg, e shap
buing a collection of
Pomanian design. Dlzainds
w3 amarded "The mast
aectiva Suppeortr of inkarior
dosigr” 3t ELLE
Dacoration Romanian
Dasign Awands 2004

www.dizalnar.ro

;
¥ <l
k :

i -

b
&
€
\
b=

Beyivie

#LadiesFirst

SZAB| SZEKELY

the prodigy

ME.ALCHENY

AMDAEEA BOPESCU

Frash parspaciia on dally
Fashion fopics, geometnic
vision intiguingly
transtatad imo slyls
statarnenis

wialha leyon meblle.com
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COSMIMA u

1

Looking svarywhar
around, for shapes and
colours ¥ bland In my
dusigns.

2

| was 6 or 7, walking B
dog. Buing cloudy, | didni
wark 3 drop of Fain of My
Toby. Thermfora, | ook a
bunch of whibs plastc bags
and mata a waterprool
Ut for tha dog, using a
o1 of duct taps and
ambalishing it wit:
colouriul drawings. Toby
wora it Wioe 3 catwalk modsl
and masmartzed my
neighibourhood

ANDREEA POPESCU

geometry at work

Tha Dodmardan dony 1abad Tl
raai by Andtes T Tl Jeskgrer of Tha ke

| made a
waterproof
outfit for
thE dﬂgt
using
plastic bags
and a lot of
duct tape

The pomar off CoiRg Magic
wifh Taw rasoUCes

7

Making fun of por lasoss:
naver taka yoursaif oo
sartously.

8

G4t o now, If you look
Tor incapired, adapiable ard
Pard-morking pesrs.

9

Tha ‘ilage Mutesm, for iis
seranity and iis auihanic
spirk:

10

Mokdavian Morasters, for
uniqus paintngs and
spirbaal rraanieeg.
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j COSMINA MARCU VLAD TOMEI
L o Coaming conaidars e 3 droam : LIONS FESTIVALS sin

| producar. After Paving graduated e
Asrchiieciune Univarsity in Bucharas,
s wank Brough an Erasmus
programm In sdy and & great
laarming sxpatianca in Sao Paul,

" Brazi. Saring with 2012, she

il COSMMA began turming har and har diees

dreams o rality 35 @ young

wrchitact, In 3 boutiqua architoctur

ofica, alongside friands.

CAMNES LIOHS
SHORTLIST ; Dosign

www.slpersemathing.ro

ILEAMA ]

wm | Fecoemmisnd

Har st inkorior dasign projects SiiNA LEOTESCL

wora in Constania: Sheak Houss by
Gareusis, Coyots Ughy Thab and
Hacknda del Sol, 2 lovaly Spanish
i reaRuram wrd farrace.
Baawly2isd, 3 baawly parkoar in
Buchiarast, is wearing har
Barmboyant and farmiring sigratur
Har lahes commarcial project
opered last paar: Laround Cafd -
wn aferwescont, joyldl placs,
dusigrad for poungsHrs. &
passionats supporter of Domanian
airt legacy, sha s happlly andorsing
=1 things ralated Wit moman
Fradiional costumas and S
Ininicats baawly

To Crastives, great
srategists ars Nke graat
midwives: By araue 3
“srrvoath dafvary” Ror
bawuifd Bables”. Siming s
probably T best ridwifu’
| Fara aver wotkad with
S has a g Tor Ending a
Trash starl for kdoas, wiich
is anocthor way of Saying
she doas balf e job
bafon pou aven ot

facebeool.com/cosml ha.rixandra. mared
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o




WLAD

LEANA =

1

An Abibcs Plaroaml
Mok, NaTos Siaels, e
soard of & wkolin of off an
accondion, Sukds with
Tiowars, Ta sl of Bay,
graphic rosals, s,
pasry.

2

Froem lack of ardertsnmert
‘growing up in
‘Commarism, My brothar
andd ma crasted 3 detectve
garna, wih sspects’ flus
and all sors of stonies
aound o Canas.

3

Tha best irspiration comus
from authanically
Inkaracting wih paophs wh
are gerndnaly Imarasting,
Pvarmnars: and snrich you 38
& person

SIMINA LEOTESCU

to the point

4

My Arst boid campaigee |
suggested 4o client 4o
FE - LT s T
contosaniat situation 3o
thar adherrca and moeck #
o air advantaga.

5

How | posiorsd an anargy
drivic: Dkaraigy didnt urm
you imo 3 supsshiman; RO
mhadhe wou By H just lapl
you doing whakivar It was
thal you wara doing, albalt
rommal of boring.

&

Itcan ba just a8 graat, but
quickar. Peopla hare have
o gl wsed bo drading geeal
solutiord In lass fima.

siratagy at e Jowrnalism & Communica

from lack of

entertainment

in
Communism,
we created a
detective
game

7

The mational bl viskon did
a TV sarkes on B 10D
Graatasd Domanians war
volod by e gersral
public. Bula v most
kcoic sdar of Romanian
jokes} mada i on tha list,
duspits being a Bcional
Charaechar.

8

Son past Be awands In
farrous advertising
fasdkvals. Look ol B actual
Wk, you Fright find soma
ImGrasting S,

featured in

Axdforen

Colorfbus

Audveriodog

9

For walking, Stavopolecs
Stoel, with its church and
buweing bufidirgs. For
harwging owl, Eden: 3

hraca Tt ho-oks Eem 2 Hny
wiban beash

10

Tha Sanon villages of
Transybania, wirs o
Pl 1Moz pove fravaded
bechcin firma. The
lardscape Pas changed
waty Withe ovar B pasd 100
yEEr.
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