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WHY I recommend 

MEIRAV OZ

In recruiting, she knows 

what’s bullshit and what’s 

not. There is no one like 

her in Isræl.

ERAN NIR
ERAN

MEIRAV

LYD

you have to use eggs if you want brûlée
“If there would be a telavivian 

passport, it will be very expensive”, 

he thinks, while explaining about the 

rich diversity of his hometown city. 

The industry is highly democratic: 

there is room for everyone, yet only 

the best will succeed. The market is 

small and the pace is crazy, you can 

grow from zero to hero in one week 

and the results can be seen on the 

market shelves. We are European in 

mentality, Arab in food and a mixture 

of the two in behavior, plus un je ne 

sais quoi. We are cynical, funny, 

entrepreneurial, we look at failure as 

part of the success and we don’t 

believe in taboos”, says Eran. He is a 

graduate of an Art& Design school 

and he worked for Grey and Saatchi, 

before becoming Chief Creative 

Officer in GITAM BBDO Tel Aviv. He 

was part of the legendary team 

creating “Blood relations”, a 

campaign celebrated all around the 

world, UN included, where both 

Palestinians and Isrælis donated 

blood for the other side, in a hope 

that civilians can stop the political 

hate game. 
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ERAN

MEIRAV

LYD

1
Achieving my goals and 

seeing my new baby 

smiles make me happy. 

Hearing good things about 

a good professional 

connection that I made. 

Meeting new people, since 

I'm a people person.

2
I was a very dreamy girl. I 

started writing pœms when 

I was 8 - 9 years old. 

Actually, my first 

publication was a pœm 

book I published when I 

was 11 years old. I called it 

"sweet dreams".

3
People who achieved 

things in life, handled 

difficulties and big 

challenges are an 

inspiration. I have a habit of 

surrounding myself with 

inspirational people. 

4
My talent agency. My novel 

'One wrong move'.

My baby girl - that's the 

most creative one. 

5
My novel about a young 

account executive, her life in 

the agency and beyond. 

6
Innovational thinking. Daring, 

sassy and direct.

7
Humor mixed with wisdom is 

embedded in our culture. A 

lot of slang words coming 

from different cultures. 

8
They are international, they 

speak many languages and 

they are fluent in both 

Western and Eastern 

cultures. They are equally 

thinkers and fast dœrs. 

With minimum resources 

they can work miracles. We 

are the startup nation. We 

have an expertise in 

making amazing things in 

no time. 

9
Rothschild Boulevard

10
Tel Aviv.

Israeli 
creatives 

are are 
equally 

thinkers and 
fast doers.

With 
minimum 
resources 

they can 
work 

miracles.   
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For 12 years, Meirav Oz was VP clients in Tel Aviv biggest agencies – Grey, McCann, Saatchi&Saatchi, 

TBWA, a public speaker and a teacher in the Isræli Ad School. Restless and entrepreneurial, she didn’t 

accept the confinement of just one role, so she switched to writing, by publishing “One wrong move”, 

the very first novel on the life of a telavivian agency. She successfully launched in Cannes Lions and 

then moved forward to the next chapter of her life: a marcom talent agency, helping ad & marketing 

people to find their best jobs and the top level companies to find and keep their best talent. She is 

currently spending time growing her business and raising her daughter, in her beautiful house in Neve 

Tzedek, the designer’s district in Tel Aviv.  

the advertising cast director
MEIRAV OZ
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www.meiravoz.com



#LadiesFirst50

She dreamed of being a psychologist, but she ended up studying design and 

architecture, which she thinks psychology integrates nicely. She started her architecture 

studies in New York. She returned in Tel Aviv, to became one of the influential Isræli 

architects, with projects created for Mediterranean Towers, the Azrieli Group or 

Rotschild family golf estates. She is a constant observer of the surroundings. 

Her dream is to combine the third-generation housing and lifestyle at every level. 

"My hope is to create spaces that make people feel good and happy.

facebook/Lyd-Zur-Interior-Architecture

LYD TZUR
ERAN

MEIRAV

LYD

ISRÆLI DESIGNER: Meirav says you should explore

Architecture + Psychology = Love
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WHY I recommend 

SAHAR LEWENSTEIN

A beautiful person inside 

and out, Sahar is so talented, 

smart and insightful. She 

knows how to come up with 

the best creative idea that 

will also be effective, unique, 

relevant and shareable. 

ELAV HORWITZ
ELAV

SAHAR

SHIRLEY

tech is her playground
Elav leads innovation for McCann Worldgroup, overseeing the HumanTech offering, which provides design 

thinking based methods and processes to tackle client challenges. Elav has deep partnerships with a vast 

network of startups, tech companies, industry experts and teen entrepreneurs, which she brings together with 

clients to rapidly ideate and prototype cutting edge solutions. Elav has activated these sessions for clients 

such as Coca Cola, Chevrolet, Maybelline, GSK, Lysol and L'OREAL.  Elav’s experience in technology stems 

from her programming experience in the Isræli army and her tight connection with tech companies in Tel Aviv, 

where Elav successfully melded her tech savvy and marketing prowess for over 10 years in McCann’s Tel Aviv 

office. Elav was chosen to the SHE RUNS IT - Young Marketing and Advertising Leaders. She is an 

international public speaker and juror at class A events like Cannes, Orange Innovation Conferences, Jay Chiat 

or the Webbys and a successful editorialist for Campaign and AdWeek.  She has recently launched the Global 

Women in Tech initiative, mentoring emerging women leaders in technology.

LIONS FESTIVALS
CANNES LIONS  

JUROR & SPEAKER               
                         

linkedin.com/in/elav-horwitz
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ELAV

SAHAR

SHIRLEY

1
A brilliant story, preferably in 

a video game or a dystopian 

sci-fi series.

2
I started writing stories when 

I was 5. They weren't very 

good, though.

3
Jealousy of another person's 

work brings out my inner 

creative beast.

4
Transforming eco99fm, a 

local radio station, into 

eco99music, Isræl's leading 

digital music service – the 

first app that suggests music 

to your current situation (and 

not by genre). Almost a 

million Isrælis use it daily, 

way more than Spotify and 

Apple Music!This is what 

today's marketing should

look like – a digital product 

with a creative strategy.

5
'The Art of Besting Cancer' 

exhibition, made for MSD 

pharmaceuticals. In order to 

empower oncologists, we 

created an art exhibition from 

authentic medical materials 

(like biopsies and radiologic 

images) we've been curating 

for a year, and launched it in 

an international conference. It 

turned out super powerful 

and moving.

6
Isræl is small country, with 

small budgets and an 

incredibly versatile audience. 

This constant challenge 

forces us to play smarter – 

we have no other choice. 

7
The current Isræli 

government.

8
The most creative people 

are not necessarily in the 

traditional places – but in 

the small, independent 

agencies or startups. 

Places that force them to 

be more innovative and 

develop unpredictable 

skills. 

9
Not sure if it's the best, but 

certainly unique: Freak, an 

ultra-geeky game store in 

a mall's basement. On 

Friday nights you can go 

and play strategy and 

fantasy board games with 

other geeks, all night long. 

As a nerdy gamer I think 

it's awesome.

10
Tel Aviv, definitely! This city 

has everything.

The most 
creative 

people are not 
necessarily in 

the traditional 
places – but in 

the small, 
independent 

agencies or 
startups, 

forcing them 
to develop 

unpredictable 
skills.  
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After years as a content writer and magazines editor, and another five as an awarded Senior Digital 

Creative in Mccann Tel Aviv, Sahar and her two partners in crime - Max Shcherbakov and Miriam 

Moshinsky - decided to found the agency they've always dreamt to work in: the new-wave marketing, 

using digital products and brand experiences. They wanted to create BALAGAN (a mess, mayhem in 

Hebrew) in the local industry, so they chose the name Hooligans.  From a boutique office in the heart 

of Tel Aviv, covered in self-made art and neon signs, Hooligans work with Isræl's leading brands and 

is considered the address for high-end, unconventional ultra-creative work. Apps, utilities, gaming, 

music videos, viral stunts – Sahar believes in marketing people choose and enjoy engaging with. Over 

the years, Sahar’s portfolio engulfed relevant international trophies, from creativity to effectiveness.  

when the underground scales up
SAHAR LEWENSTEIN
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www.hooligans.co.il
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SHIRLEY ITZIK
ELAV

SAHAR

SHRLEY

@RUBY STAR

ISRÆLI DESIGN: Sahar says you should explore the world of

RUBY STAR is the Tel-Aviv 

based designer Shirley Itzik. 

Since launching in early 

2000, Shirley has 

committed herself to create 

an eclectic ensemble of

collections that explore the 

boundaries of contemporary 

jewelry. Each collection is an 

investigation, a search for 

new concepts and materials 

all while establishing a

distinct æsthetic and 

signature, a fusion of the 

rough and the refined.

Driven by the need to tell a 

story through substance, 

she seeks ways to transform 

precious metals

into alternative takes on 

popular objects. Itzik's 

fascination with icons and 

symbols, combined with

her embrace of traditional 

techniques and historical 

references, creates an 

imagery where ancient

and modern cœxist, granting 

a timeless quality to each 

piece.

rubystarstudio.com
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YORAM

SIGAL

SARIT

LIONS FESTIVALS
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SILVER
BRONZE
2x JUROR

facebook.com/bnyadv

WHY I recommend 

SIGAL ABUDI

She figures out the concept 

from the big picture to the 

smallest details. The entire 

country is talking about her 

campaigns. 

Yoram Levi comes from a family of 

musicians with a background in 

radio and he inherited the gift of 

keeping audiences enchanted. 

Member of a band, he plays guitar 

and he likes to bring smiles and 

comfort through music. When a 

great idea is happening, he likes to 

sing it. His first Lion was for a radio 

commercial. Putting humor and 

music together, is gold.  He defines 

the Isræli creativity: “Chutzpah, 

courage, impolite, humorous”. “We 

ask the questions no one is asking. 

when ideas sing
YORAM LEVI

It’s not politically correct, but it comes as a surprise, grabs 

attention, makes people laugh and pushes things forward. 

Humor is embedded in our culture and functioned for millennia 

as a survival mechanism”. Yoram worked as ECD and Deputy 

CEO for Saatchi, being in the worldwide creative board, then as 

VP CCO from Y&R. Since 2013 he is the BNY creative leader. 

Behind the chair in his office is a painted prayer. Yes, Yoram is 

an ad professional openly practicing spirituality: “The 

connection with the above enhances empathy and helps being 

better with people”.
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linkedin.com/in/udi-avital 

WHY I recommend 

NOA DEKEL

She makes complicated 

things brilliantly simple.

UDI AVITAL
UDI

NOA

LOREM

the Magician was his nickname for years

When he was 11, after he scored in a telavivian 

derby, he pulled his shirt off and underneath one 

could read Udini in caps. Schoolmates and 

parents were in awe, charmed by his confidence, 

humor and strategic planning. Those qualities 

served him well later on, while working for 

McCann Tel Aviv and nowadays, Facebook. He 

thinks the best statement for Isræli humor is to 

reply every question with another question and 

the best quality of his fellow compatriots is the 

commitment to make things happen, despite 

limitations. Whenever he works on a project, he is 

looking at the culture and at people’s habits, both 

good and bad. There is no wonder his best 

campaigns ended up under people's skin, 

naturally blending in their lives.  He invented the 

word “porching”, a concept translating the vibe of 

Friday evening in Tel Aviv, when people are 

spending quality time on their porch, by 

themselves or chatting with their friends. 
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UDI

NOA

LOREM

1
Nothing uplifts my spirit 

more than movies. I'll 

watch anything with a 

beautiful story and a dash 

of imagination. The cinema 

is my happy place; when 

the world is overwhelming 

or confusing, I go there and 

for a little while and it's 

wonderful. 

2
My dad is a diplomat. 

When I was 4, my family 

moved to Cairo. I couldn't 

speak a word of English 

and for an entire year 

couldn't interact with other 

children. I had no choice 

but to silently observe 

them. I studied their 

interactions and manners. I 

knew what they were 

saying by simply analyzing 

their body language and 

gestures. The ability to 

understand humans proved 

very useful for my career, 

especially as a planner who 

constantly seeks to fathom 

the audience, their unmet 

needs, their hidden desires. 

3
An interview with Dan 

Wieden about "Just Do It'. 

4
Using the bags as medium, 

the largest Isræli bookstore 

invited people buy books 

and crawl in bed with their 

favorite characters. No one 

expected a 'plastic bag brief ' 

to become a global 

sensation with more than 

100 international websites 

celebrating it almost 

overnight. 

5
Diesel, #GoWithTheFlaw

6
It's internationalism. Isræl 

is a tiny place in the Middle 

East but ads are often in 

English and feature some 

of the best copywriting and 

ideation in the world. 

Really. I promise. It's very 

progressive, women are 

equal to men and sexism is 

seldom felt (I assume as a 

result of mandatory army 

service for both sexes) and 

overall it's super 

open-minded. 

7
We treat reality as we were 

all living in a comedy. 

Humor is supposed to help 

you cope. 

8
Sometimes beautiful work 

needs a little more 

patience to appreciate. Go 

beyond the craft and ask 

for social context. Many 

We treat 
reality as 

we were all 
living in a 

comedy. 

ideas are ingenious, but 

first glance won't reveal it.

9
More a time than a place – 

Fridays are magical. 

There's something in the 

air that's so special and 

completely unique to TLV. 

Words can't explain it, 

because it's a feeling. 

10
Nehama Vahetzi, if looking 

for the best coffee bar ever. 

Smoking cigars inside is 

permited and everyone is 

busy writing their novel.

#
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Noa Dekel grew up in a diplomatic environment. As a kid relating with so many different cultures where 

the language was not always familiar, she evolved into a remarkable observer of people’s 

micro-expressions, character, intentions and behaviors. Her analytical approach proved crucial later 

on, in her life as a copywriter and strategic planner. She worked for Grey, Ogilvy and Publicis. Her 

career took of in Tel Aviv, to perform later on in Milan and Singapore, where she is currently living. 

turning a brief into a sensation, over night
NOA DEKEL
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DANNA BLUM

She has ideas that impact 

culture.

YONATHAN DOMINITZ
YONATHAN

DANNA

LOREM

all the answers are within 

More than 30 Cannes Lions, including 3 Grand Prix, were given to works made by Mindscapes trained 

agencies. Mindscapes, the creative thinking training company Yonathan launched over 15 years ago is active in 

more than 40 markets worldwide and impacted the way people deliver solutions to briefs in class A companies 

of the world. When he is not a coach for the marcom industry, Yonathan Dominitz teaches meditation. He is 

practicing Insight Meditation since 1997 and has conducted courses for individuals, working professionals and 

cancer patients, as well as for people dealing with pain & illnesses. He teaches regularly Dharma courses and 

meditation retreats in Tovana- the largest Insight Meditation society in Isræl, focusing on the ability to integrate 

the practice in the modern busy daily life. He lives in Tel Aviv with his wife and their two children.  

LIONS FESTIVALS
SPEAKER           CANNES LIONS     

                         DUBAI LYNX

                         EUROBEST

www.themindscapes.com
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YONATHAN

DANNA

LOREM

1
People that say "I can 

make things happen" and 

deliver up to the promise.

2
When I was in junior high 

school, I used to write 

funny songs on demand 

and in exchange my 

colleagues let me copy 

their homework.

3
My military service. 

Everything around it was 

so uninspiring and boring, 

so one had to switch on 

the inner beauty search 

machine. As for myself, I 

turned to music.

4
Deliverance Pro bono 

work.

5
Bucharest, not Budapest 

6
Isræli creativity puts the 

concept in the center, not 

the production, since we 

are not a market with 

budgets for to Messi or 

Ronaldo. So we focus on 

the beauty of the idea. 

7
There is a saying that 

Brazilians are so fun loving 

they prefer to lose a friend, 

instead of a good joke. 

With Isrælis, you will keep 

both the joke and the 

friends, because everyone 

is making fun of everyone 

and no one is upset about 

it. 

8
Isrælis can't be creative in 

a non-creative or hostile 

environment. Offer them 

the right space for their 

creativity to thrive and you 

will have amazing results. 

9
Bialik square. It’s a 

beautiful place, 50m far 

from my favorite food 

counter - Sabich 

Tchernichovsky. You can 

buy the pita and eat it in 

the square.

10
My parents’ house.

With Israelis, 
you will keep 
both the joke 

and the 
friends, 
because 

everyone is 
making fun of 
everyone and 

no one is 
upset about it.

#
LA

DI
ES

FI
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T
Danna Blum is a creative with over 12 years experience. She started her career as a journalist. Danna 

used to report the news; today she creates newsworthy stories for brands. She describes her style as 

“ideas that start on line and end up everywhere”. Originally from Tel Aviv, she worked for McCann in 

her hometown and later on for different structures across Europe, in Paris, Berlin, Prague, Bucharest 

and Sofia. She had her fair share of awards in Cannes, Eurobest and a bunch of other international 

creativity events. Nowadays she is spreading her magic for a startup, in Berlin.  

start on line, end up everywhere
DANNA BLUM
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